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Meeting Norms

• Commit to learning and avoiding speculation.

• Please remember the importance of rights and the dignity of 

others.

○ Critique ideas, not people.

○ Use thoughtful language so this can be a comfortable and 

respectful session for all participants.
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Public Engagement 

• The project team will conduct public engagement through 

online and in-person means to:

○ Propose project plan to residents

○ Discuss resident’s concerns and needs
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City of Ann Arbor - Project Staff

Francisca Chan
Project Manager
fchan@a2gov.org
734.794.6410 ext. 43701

Cyrus Naheedy
Transportation Engineer
cnaheedy@a2gov.org
734.794.6410 ext. 43645

 

Nicholas Jacob
Urban Forestry & Natural Resources
Certified Arborist
njacob@a2gov.org 
 

Jasmine Isaac
Community Engagement 
Specialist
jisaac@a2gov.org 

734.794.6320 ext. 42590
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Project Staff

Carmelle Tremblay
Professional Engineer
Wade Trim
ctremblay@wadetrim.com
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Agenda
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Project Overview and Need

Guided Walk Feedback Review  

Sidewalk Design Concepts

Next Steps

Questions and Answers Session in Groups



Project Overview & Need
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Project Purpose and Need
Transportation Policy Milestones:

2011

Complete Streets Resolution

2015

Vision 
Zero

2020

A2Zero Carbon 
Neutrality Plan

2020

New Sidewalk 
Millage Approved

2021

Moving Together Towards 
Vision Zero Transportation Plan



Ann Arbor's Mobility Goals & Values

Safety

Accessibility for All

Mobility
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Brockman and Crestland Sidewalk Gaps

• 442 miles of existing sidewalk

• 140 miles of “sidewalk gaps”

• An online dash​board is available with 
information on sidewalk gaps:

  a2gov.org/newsidewalks
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https://a2-mi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/7e0f896c311b4a4086fbe7e3136a9b9c


Safe Routes to School

url.a2gov.org/2026sidewalks

“AAPS fully supports sidewalks! It is a 
key to allowing the schools to 
encourage safe walking and bike riding 
to and from school. Without sidewalks 
AAPS cannot suggest or implement 
Safe Routes to School programs.” 
– Liz Margolis, Executive Director 
School Safety & District Operations



Guided Walk Feedback Review
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Public Feedback during Guided Walk (Oct.'24)
Comment / Concern Consideration / Solution

We want to save as many trees as possible. 
Is it possible to build the sidewalk around 
the trees? 

We strive to avoid taking down trees as part of sidewalk 
construction. Meandering the sidewalk around trees is a 
possibility and/or narrowing the street can be explored if 
technically feasible and is in compliance with ADA. 

This will be demonstrated in Concepts #1 and #2 presented 
shortly.

Is narrowing Brockman, to help reduce the 
speed of cars, something that could be 
considered in this project? 
Can we narrow Brockman in order to 
reduce disturbance to lawns?

We consider narrowing Brockman in Concept #2.

Traffic calming is done through our Traffic Calming Program. 
This is a separate, petition-based effort could take place after 
this project is completed. Brockman petition has been 
submitted.



Sidewalk Design Concepts
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Existing Right-of-Way/Easements
• What is a road right-of-way (R.O.W.)?

• Property owned by the city, includes the road 
and strip of property behind it. 

• What is a Temporary Grading Easement?
• Portion of property the city and its contractor 

can enter during a specified time period in 
order to make changes to allow for a sidewalk 
to blend into the existing ground.

• What is a Permanent Easement ?
• Agreement between the city and property 

owner that grants the City legal right to use a 
specified area of the land. Ie for sidewalks
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Crestland Design Concept #2
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Crestland Sidewalk



Crestland and Packard



Crestland Design Concept
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• Sidewalks starts 1 foot from the right of way.

• Curb line stays the same on both sides of the street.

• Potential swale and drainage structure to help with flooding.

• Two 3-inch trees will be removed.

• Consulted the design with City Forestry staff and they did not have any 
special concerns for the trees in this area.
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Brockman Sidewalk – Concept #1
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Brockman Sidewalk – Concept #1



Brockman and Steere



Brockman and Steere



Brockman Design Concept #1 Summary

• On most locations the sidewalk starts 1 foot from right of way, in others 
we meander around the trees to protect them from disturbance.

• We have bump outs at Brock Ct intersection to safely meander around 2 
large trees, it also serves to slow down cars at the crosswalk.

• Existing curb line stays the same for the most part, parking is not 
impacted.
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Brockman Sidewalk – Concept #2
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Brockman Sidewalk – Concept #2



Brockman Design Concept #2 Summary
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• On the north side of Brockman we moved the curb line 8 feet to narrow 
the street to the minimum 22 feet. To allow for 5 foot wide sidewalk and 3 
feet of greenbelt.

• On the south side of Brockman the curb line stays the same, sidewalk 
starts 1 foot from right of way with some meandering around some trees.

• Parking would be prohibited on both sides of the street.

• Construction scope and costs would be increased as its substantial 
removal of curb/ street and additional restoration. Concept #2 is 
approximately 25% more in construction costs than Concept #1.



Review of Brockman Concept 1 and Concept 2
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Concept 1 Concept 2

Sidewalk starts 1 ft from right of way with some 
meandering on both the north and south.

Brockman street is narrowed to allow for north side 
sidewalk to be placed on the road. For the south 
side, sidewalk starts 1 ft from right of way.

Curb line stays the same for both north and south 
except for a bump out at Brock Ct.

North side curb line moves onto the street. South 
side curb line remains the same.

One 4 inch tree removed, one 12 inch tree removed. 
Two new trees will be replanted.

One 12 inch tree removed. A new tree will be 
replanted.

Parking stays the same. Parking would be prohibited on both sides.

Approximately 25% more construction costs than 
concept 1 and a larger construction impact.



Questions and Answers
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1. Will Brockman be part of the Traffic Calming Program?

2. Why can’t we have parking on one side for concept #2? 

3. Can the sidewalk be only 4 feet wide instead of 5 feet wide? 

4. Can we build the sidewalk only on one side? 

5. For concept #2, why was the curb on the north side chosen to be shifted 

instead of the south side?

6. Won’t the trees be negatively impacted for any construction?



Next Steps...
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Project Timeline

Fall 2024 - Land 
Survey/ Data 

Collection

Fall 2024 - 
Spring 2025

Public 
Engagement & 
Initial Design

Spring – Fall 
2025

Finalize Design 
& Bid Project

Summer 2026 - 
Construction
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Questions and Answers in 
Groups

1 – Brockman 

2 – Brockman 

3 – Brockman and 

Crestland
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Thank You!

City of Ann Arbor – Public Services Area – Engineering 

engage.a2gov.org/sidewalk2026

Questions and Answers 
by Groups

Community Questions 
and Answers link is 
available at project 
website



Review of Brockman Concept 1 and Concept 2
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Concept 1 Concept 2

Sidewalk starts 1 ft from right of way with some 
meandering on both the north and south.

Brockman street is narrowed to allow for north side 
sidewalk to be placed on the road. For the south 
side, sidewalk starts 1 ft from right of way.

Curb line stays the same for both north and south 
except for a bump out at Brock Ct.

North side curb line moves onto the street. South 
side curb line remains the same.

One 4 inch tree removed, one 12 inch tree removed. 
Two new trees will be replanted.

One 12 inch tree removed. A new tree will be 
replanted.

Parking stays the same. Parking would be prohibited on both sides.

Approximately 25% more construction costs than 
concept 1 and a larger construction impact.
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